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THE PHOENIX FORCE WAS FRAGMENTED, ITS POWER INHABITING FIVE PROMINENT 

X-MEN: CYCLOPS, EMMA FROST, COLOSSUS, MAGIK AND NAMOR. TOGETHER THEY USED 

THE PHOENIX TO HELP BRING PEACE TO HUMAN AND MUTANTKING. BUT THE ALL- 
CONSUMING NATURE OF THE PHOENIX FORCE BEGAN TO CORRUPT THEM. 





THE AVENGERS TURNED TO HOPE SUMMERS, THE INTENDED HOST FOR THE PHOENIX 
FORCE. IN THE SAFE HAVEN OF K'UN LUN, THE AVENGERS TRAINED HOPE IN THE BELIEF 
THAT SHE WAS THE KEY TO BRINGING AN END TO THE PHOENIX FORCE. 


THE AVENGERS MANAGED TO DEFEAT COLOSSUS, MAGIK AND NAMOR, BUT THEIR 
PORTIONS OF THE PHOENIX FORCE WENT TO CYCLOPS AND EMMA. CYCLOPS TURNED ON 


EMMA TO TAKE HER POWER, BUT THE FULL PHOENIX FORCE OVERWHELMED HIM. HE 
KILLED PROFESSOR XAVIER AND IN DOING SO BECAME THE DARK PHOENIX. 
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“ONCE UPON A TIME, THE — 
SCARLET WITCH SAID... 


|""NO MORE MUTANTS.” | 


| “NOW HERE'S WHERE WE’RE 
| _ OPERATING SOLELY ON 
a CONJECTURE. BUT IT’S MY 


me BELIEF THAT WHEN WANDA 
im MADE HER DECLARATION, 


THE PHOENIX TOOK NOTE. 


§ “WHEN WANDA SAID, 'NO MORE 
MUTANTS,’ THE PHOENIX SAID, 


ices 


iB ‘SCREW THAT... 


mae 'MORE MU 


THE PH 


ALMOST ALL OF THEM. 


“SHE MAY NOT HAVE BEEN IN 
HER RIGHT MIND WHEN SHE 
B SAID IT, BUT STILL, IT WAS % 
WANDA‘S POWER THAT MADE 
A IT HAPPEN. HER CHAOS-MAGIC | 
f REWROTE THE NATURAL ORDER | 


OF vg | | | 


, . ANTS ie Pa WAP) A FORCE OF DESTRUCTION 

SUDDENLY MUTANTS Bp glen 12° | AND REBIRTH. ONE WE BARELY § 

THE PAST TRACK TO FAMMMEEME B | Clown a REPEATED INTEREST IN 
Bn INGTON. Ae é EARTH'S MUTANT POPULATION. 


“THE PRIMAL CHAOS OF WANDA'S 
im MUTANT MAGIC. THE FIERY ORDER 
\ | 1 | 
| ER EAORION GE PGHBE | B CRAZY CYCLE, ACTING AS CONTRARY | 
FORCES, AS YIN AND YANG. i 


“AND HOPE WAS BORN. | 


AN EXPLOSION OF POWER. A | ! 
MESSIAH IN THE EYES OF HER | ! 
| PEOPLE. DESTINED, OR SO ae 
EVERYONE BELIEVES, TO : 
SOMEDAY INHERIT THE FULL 


Do \, 





ME AND JUST LIKE THAT, MILLION a 
BOF MUTANTS LOST THEIR POWERS. § fe] NTE THEI SEA ERIEND, 


| 5 5 
POWER OF THE PHOENIX. | earl ot “AND ALL OF IT 
7 LI (7 —- a os ; EMBODIED IN TWO 
‘ ) AMAZINGLY POWERFUL | 
WOMEN.” | 
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PTT Torr] \ SSE — WE'VE TRIED EVER 





= SSS WAY WE COULD DREAM 
SO THAT'S g . r Zz OF TO STOP THE PHOENIX. S ; Ls, x \ ”ANGS, THAT 
IT. THAT'S ALL Yee q AS WE C IT. S$ ] xg L Z é m= DOESN'T SOUND LIKE 
I've Got. Wie ae \ NTAIN | SS SD. NG . NY ae rs Wi SCIENCE. THAT SOUNDS 
Z N E SS “trim db eh Ne i LIKE IRON FIST 
I'VE BEEN WORKING Qi \ GF TRIED TO BREAK IT APART. WE LB . ¢ : STUFF. 
FOR WEEKS NOW WITH : ‘ g NO IDEA HOW TO EVEN ATTEMPT 
THE BEST MINDS ON THE LA. : < 8 TO KILL IT, AND NO ONE AS OF 
YET SEEMS ABLE TO 
CONTROL IT. 


AND WE HAVE OFFICIALLY 
EXHAUSTED THE KNOWN 
LIMITS OF SCIENCE. 


THE ONLY PEOPLE 
WHO'VE BEEN ABLE TO 


BECAUSE 
THEY'RE ALL 
WE'VE GOT 

EFT. 
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AS I SAID, WE EXHAUSTED THE LIMITS OF RR - ) Cy SOON AS HE STARTS IT'S GREAT THAT YOU/RE 
SCIENCE. SO I WAS FORCED TO LOOK f p ‘ TS A PASSIN’ AROUND THE / EXPANDING YOUR HORIZONS, ies 
BEYOND THOSE LIMITS. ~ | Jj] ; = +  < = KOOL-AID, I’M OUT. TONY, BUT I STILL DON’T — 
Cs La /] | P UNDERSTAND THE PRACTICAL 
! ? HERE IN K’/UN LUN, WHICH _ + = : A el APPLICATION HERE. WANDA ] 
HAS ITS OWN HISTORY WITH THE 14 SS : ‘ ty) a \ 7 ~ AND HOPE ARE SUPPOSED £ 
PHOENIX, I’VE BEEN LOOKING FOR | X { Tint yi AY a9) STO DO WHAT EXACTLY? & 
A WAY TO UNDERSTAND THINGS ON FS Ets A\\\\ ! pe d ; 
MORE OF A... SPIRITUAL LEVEL. 
TO RECONCILE a ct AND 


\ MYSTICISM. AND T BELIEVE 
>” TIVE FOUND IT. SAN 
IT'S A RADICAL r 
NEW IDEA. A RATHER : a a Si . j ‘ss ea 
BREATHTAKING DISCOVERY ‘aa ) a... x PS . 
IF I DO SAYS 3 
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I'VE BEEN LOOKING ALL OVER THEY'RE ALWAYS TALKING 
FOR YOU, HOPE. WE SHOULD ABOUT US. I'M SICK OF 
BE_IN THERE WITH THE LISTENING TO THEM TALK 
OTHERS. THEY'RE TALKING ABOUT ME. 
ABOUT US. 
Z THIS WASN'T 
HOW IT WAS 
SUPPOSED 
TO GO. 


I JUST HELD MY 
OWN AGAINST CYCLOPS. 
I SHOULD BE EXCITED, 
RIGHT? SO WHY DO I 
FEEL LIKE SUCH A 
JERK? 


WAS THIS REALLY 
Y_WHAT T’VE BEEN TRAINING 
FOR ALL THIS TIME? NOT SO 
I COULD SAVE MY PEOPLE, 
BUT SO I COULD STAND 
AND FIGHT AGAINST 
THEM? 


THIS FIGHT WILL BE TO SAVE THE 
WORLD. THE PHOENIX X-MEN HAVE 
TO BE STOPPED. THE PATH THEY'RE 
ON WILL ONLY END BADLY. TRUST 
ME, I KNOW BETTER THAN ANYONE. 
YOU_CAN’T BLAME YOURSELF 
FOR THEIR CHOICES. 


YOU KNOW _‘ 
SOMETHING? 
YOU'RE 
RIGHT... 





WAIT A 
SECOND... 


YOU WIPED OUT 
THE MUTANTS! CYCLOPS 
STARTED DOWN THE PATH 
HE'S ON BECAUSE YOU 
FORCED HIS HAND! / 


YOU THINK I 
DON'T KNOW THAT? 
YOU THINK I DON’T 
| HATE A ete EVERY DAY & 


THE PAST. RIGHT NOW 
SHOULD BE ABOUT 
COMING TOGETHER 

TO SAVE THE-- 


: I'M TELLING YOU, HOPE AND WANDA ARE THE j 
KEY. ALL WE'VE GOT TO DO IS GET THEM TOGETHER, 
GET THEM ON Tee ene AND WE'RE 
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THE 
WORST HAS 
HAPPENED. 
W 


WE CUCKOOS ARE TRACKING f A EVERYWHERE. VOLCANIC 
K HIM AS BEST WE CAN, BUT ERUPTIONS ACROSS HALF 
HIS POWER IS SO...ALL- Wy THE GLOBE, THE OTHER HALF Y 
ENCOMPASSING. TENDRILS yf] IN FLAMES. TIDAL WAVES, 
] REACHING OUT... y am EARTHQUAKES, FIRE RAINING ¥ 
FROM THE SKY. HIS MIND 
ALL RAGE. 


WE'LL BE RIGHT 
IS BE WP on 

VY My 
FOR WHATEVER GOOD YOUR HEAD THIS IS CAPTAIN 


THAT WILL DOUS._ 4 BURNING. {INTHE GUMIE’ AMERICA TO ALL TEAMS! 


I DON’T HAVE TIME FOR ANY 
LAST MINUTE SPEECHES AND 
NEITHER DO YOU! YOU ALL 
KNOW THE DRILL! IT’S THE 
END OF THE WORLD! THIS 
IS WHAT WE DO! 


‘ARTH 
OUR WATCH! 
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YOU WOULD HAVE 
ETTER CHANCE 
ed aa ee 
FROM RISING BY 
THROWING PEBBLES 


AT IT. THE PHOENIX 
IS BEYOND YOUR 
POWER. 
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THIS WORLD WILL 
BURN, AND FROM ITS 
ASHES, A NEW WORLD «« 
4 WILL RISE. A BRAVE 


NEW PARADISE 42 
FORGED IN FIRE. * 
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AVENGERS. 
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WHOEVER’S ABLE, 
FOLLOW ME TO THE 
QUINJET. WE HAVE 
TO GO AFTER HIM. 


THIS IS NOVA. 
I’M A HEMISPHERE 
AWAY. 

T/LL 


SECONDS. 


CAPTAIN. I 
BELIEVE IT IN 
MY BONES. 


\ MY BONES ARE 
\ ALL FOR IT. 4 


ARMOR AT 12% 
TS en ad 
CHARGING. FLIGHT 
IMPOSSIBLE AT 
THIS TIME. 





Bae (eb) 
FEAR. I SEE YOUR 
SECRET. YOU DON’T 
aE JA kel TG 
HERE, DO YOU? 


CAN'T HEAR 


YOU! TOO BUSY Mm 


KICKING YOUR 
ASS! 





oR Ya 
FOOLS. 


Cee AY yg 
WASTED LIVES TO 
BE BURNED AWAY IN 
a ee eg 

FLAMES OF THI 


I DON’T 
THINK SO. 





ATS YIN AND YANG, 


WHAT THE 


HUH? LOOKS LIKE 
PATE Fey ee oe YOUR FINAL PLAN 


STILL NEEDS SOME 
DOING?! WORK, TONY. 


WE'RE ON THE 
EVE OF A BATTLE 
TO DECIDE THE 
FATE OF THE WORLD, 
AND on ay ARE 
FIGHTING EACH 
OTHER E THIS IS NOT 
HOW AVENGERS 
BEHAVE! 


“IMAGINE WHAT Bree i 
WHEN THEY'RE POINT! 
THE SAME DIRECTIONY oe 





I THOUGHT YOU 
WERE SUPPOSED TO 
THIS IS YOUR Hin BE SOMETHING 
FAULT, WANDA! THIS ALL . SPECIAL, HOPE. SO 
STARTED BECAUSE , WHY DID THE PHOENIX 
OF YOU! f mn 4 PASS YOU BY? 


DY Focus 





JUST HURTIN’ 
HIM'S NOT GOOD 
ENOUGH. IT’S TIME 
TO PUT HIM 
DOWN. 


WANDA‘S HEX BLASTS ARE 
THE ONLY THING THAT TRULY 
HURTS HIM. AND HOPE’S 
MIMICKING HER POWER AND 
CHANNELING IT INTO A VERSION 
OF THE IRON FIST. 





wae 
THAN TIME TRAVELING INANERA 
FREEDOM FIGHTERS. TO OF PEACE. 


SEE MUTANTS AB . 
MORE THAN JUST FIGHTING | \ AND TI DID. I 
yi KILLER ROBOTS. \ MADE MIRACLES. 


by 
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ALL I WANTED TO 
DO WAS CHANGE 
THE WORLD. 


a 


BUT SOMEWHERE 
ALONG THE WAY...I 
WENT OFF-TRACK. 
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I PROMISE... 
IT DOESN'T 
HURT. 








SEVENTY-ONE 
| GETS Che 


I KNOW WHAT 
YOU'RE GONNA 
SAY. I'M TOO 
HOT-HEADED. 
TOO SHORT- 
TEMPERED. 


IT WAS STUPID 
OF ME TO LASH OUT 
AT WANDA LIKE THAT. 
BUT I’M NOT STANDING 
DOWN. YOU'RE NOT 
KEEPING ME OUT 


YOU THINK I HAVEN’T 
BEEN WATCHING YOU THIS 
ENTIRE TIME? I'VE SEEN YOU 
TRAIN. I KNOW HOW YOU 
HANDLED YOURSELF WHEN 
CYCLOPS ATTACKED 
K’UN LUN. 


YES, YOU'RE FIERY, BUT 
YOU'VE EARNED THE RIGHT 
TO STAND WITH THE 
AVENGERS, TO LEAD YOUR 
PEOPLE INTO BATTLE. 


NO, MY 
QUESTION IS 
ABOUT WHAT 


OF THIS FIGHT. 


YOU TO SEND 
ANYONE ANYWHERE. 
JUST DON’T TRY 
° AND STOP ME. 
THING FROM HAPPENING. 
ARE YOU TELLING ME NOW 
I_ SHOULD SEND THEM BACK, 
TO FIGHT TO MAKE SURE IT 
DOES? TO RISK EVERYTHING 
TO MAKE YOU THE 
PHOENIX? 


BE CONTAINED, 
EXCEPT INA 
HOST. 


YOU BELIEVE 
IN YOURSELF. THAT MUCH 
IS OBVIOUS. I GUESS MY 


WELL, WHAT IF IT STILL IS? ULTIMATE QUESTION IS... 





TONY! WHAT'S 
“...WHY SHOULD I?” | HAPPENING? 


I DON’T KNOW. 
SHE’S ON FIRE 
AND SHE’S FLYING. 
REALLY FAST. SHE’S 
JUST...SHE’S... 


DO YOU HAVE ANY IDEA 
WHAT IT’S LIKE TO FEEL 


QUITE GET THERE? 
ALMOST LIKE... 


LIKE YOU'RE SOMETHING ) I...-HAVE SOME 
eg TRAPPED IN | IDEA WHAT YOU 
ODY OF A MEAN. 
THWEAKL ING? 


I DON'T WANT TO CHANGE 
RLD. I WOULDN'T Vid 


L GLADLY TAKE fi 
THAT BULLET IF IT MEANS 
THE END OF ALL " 
FIGHTING. 
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TONY! WHAT 


THE HELL |S OP | iu 
HAPPENING? )) TY, 
4j—[9 r n == | E MV 
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HEAR ME, 
AVENGERS 
AND X-MEN. } 
NO LONGER 


AM I THE WOMAN 
YOU KNEW. 


WY yp 
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I AM FIRE 


FOREVER. 
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HEY STUDIED HER. EVERY ONE | 

OF THEM. LOOKING FOR THE THAT THER 
O 


Pm A FIRST CRACK. THE a ie SIGN... VER. = 
7, S Vy | , < if >i 
i \\ ; | 
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THAT THEY’D MERELY 

TRADED ONE DARK 

7) PHOENIX...FOR 
) ANOTHER. 
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I SEE WHERE 
THE OTHERS WENT 





LOOK INSIDE 
WHAT AT SEE IN YOU 
THIS 1S YOUR DESTINY, ec vent eons 
YOU'RE RIGHT. YOU WIELD THIS 
WERE BORN TO BE POWER. 
THE PHOENIX. 


IT'S BECAUSE 
YOU'RE THE ONLY 
ONE WITH THE 
STRENGTH TO LET 
IT GO. 


WANDA...? "wanna T 
FEEL LIKE I’M 
ON FIRE. 


BACK IN K’UN 
LUN, YOU WERE 
RIGHT ABOUT ME. 
ONCE UPON A TIME, 
I STARTED THIS 
WHOLE MESS. 
PLEASE... 


NO MORE 
PLAYING 
GOD. 
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} WHAT WAS 4 : 
|| THAT? WHAT JUST ‘ E == ’ THE Fue nI 
ridges BLINKED OFF. 


! : Z : eee eee a 
4 F 
THEY MUST f I DON'T THINK SO. IT WAS 
HAVE KILLED HER. ALMOST LIKE...HER POWER 
THEY KILLED THE : JUST EXPLODED, 
PHOENIX. j SPREADING OUT ALL 
= \ . ~ OVER THE... 
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DON’T WORRY, KID. I DO 
THIS FOR A LIVING. JUST 
TRUST OLD UNCLE SPIDER- 
MAN a GET 


MORE LIGHTS...MORE \_ 
LIGHTS ARE POPPING ]} © 
UP. BUT THAT 





HEY, GUYS, 
aoe IS THAT A 
GOOD OR BAD 
SIGN? 
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THERE'S A 
POINT PAST WHICH 
I DON’T REMEMBER 
MUCH ABOUT WHAT 

HAPPENED. 


ey AND THERE'S 
/ _NO TV IN MY RUBY 
QUARTZ PRISON CELL. 
BUT I REMEMBER 
NOUGH. 


I NEARLY 
DESTROYED 
THE WORLD. 


YOUR LIST OF 
CRIMES IS RATHER 
LENGTHY, BUT YES, 


XAVIER WAS 
RESPONSIBLE FOR 
WHATEVER IS THE 


THE REST... 


I TAKE FULL 
RESPONSIBILITY. 





\T WISH YOUR FELLOW 
RENEGADE X-MEN FEL 
THE SAME 


| “AT PRESENT, THERE'S 
STILL NO SIGN OF THEM. 
BUT I’M SURE THEY'LL 
TURN UP SOMEWHERE 
BEFORE TOO LONG.” 


AS I SAID, T TAKE FULL RESPONSIBILITY. 
YOU SHOULD LEAVE THEM BE. 


YOU'RE NOT IN A POSITION 


TO GIVE ORDERS ANYMORE, 
SUMMERS. EMMA FROS THE PHOENIX ITSELF IS AS MUCH TO BLAME AS 


. 
AND THE OTHERS WILL HAVE ANYONE OR ANYTHING, I GET THAT. BUT I CAN’T HELP 
TO ANSWER FOR THEMSELVES. YOUR FRIENDS IF THEY WON'T TURN THEMSELVES IN. 


T/LL TAKE MY SHARE OF 
RESPONSIBILITY FOR ALL 
OF THIS AS WELL. = 


BACK ON UTOPIA, 

YOU WERE RIGHT ABOUT 
ONE THING: THE AVENGERS 
7 SHOULD/VE DONE MORE TO 

HELP MUTANTS. I SHOULD'VE 

2 DONE MORE. I ALLOWED 

THE WORLD TO HATE AND 
FEAR THEM FOR FAR 
TOO LONG. S 












I DON'T 
UNDERSTAND. WHAT 
IS THIS AGAIN? CAP’S 

PUTTING TOGETHER 
A NEW AVENGERS 
TEAM? 





WELL THEN, I GUESS THIS 
BEGINS A NEW AGE FOR THE 
AVENGERS AND X-MEN 
BOTH. 


DON’T YOU DARE! 
DON’T YOU DARE TRY 
AND TURN THIS INTO 

A WIN! 


YOU WAGED 
A WAR THAT SET 
FRIEND AGAINST 
FRIEND! YOU 
PLAYED RUSSIAN 
ROULETTE WITH 
THE PLANET! 


L 
WILL TAKE YEARS 
IF THEY EVER HEA 


AND YOU 
KILLED ONE OF 
THE FINEST 
MEN I’VE EVER 
KNOWN. 


LOOKING AT ALL THESE REPORTS 
OF NEW MUTANTS POPPING UP, 


WHY DO I GET THE FEELING YOU aes 
KNEW ALL ALONG THIS WOULD 
HAPPEN? 


i 


TONY STARK, 
MAN OF FAITH. 
WILL WONDERS 


IF YOU 
CONSIDER 
THAT A 


I DID THE MATH. THE NUMBERS 
NEVER ADDED UP. BETWEEN 
WANDA AND HOPE AND THE 
FIREBIRD, THERE WERE JUST 
TOO MANY VARIABLES. 


Wf THERE'S STILL A CHANCE I 
COULD BE INSANE. IF I WAS 
INSANE, YOU'D TELL ME, 
RIGHT? 





LAST NIGHT, OUT OF THE BLUE, A ‘ 
MAN IN CELL BLOCK B BEGAN VOMITING 
ACID. IT BURNED HIS CELL DOOR APART. 
HE VERY NEARLY ESCAPED. ¢ 


MUTANTS BENG 
BORN, AREN'T SO I WAS RIGHT 
ABOUT THE PHOENIX. § 
< IT WASN'T HERE TO 
DESTROY US. 


‘ONLYYOU 
WERE.” 


WE WOULD COUNT 
YOU AMONG OUR 
NUMBER--aS5 A MEMBER 
OF THE AVENGERS. 


AN 
AVENGER-- 


I/LL JUST 
HAVE TO ASK 
MY MOM 
FIRST. 


CHANGE NEVER COMES F j IF ONLY IT WAS THAT 
EASY. THERE WERE } SIMPLE. IF ONLY THE 
ALWAYS GOING TO BE ENDS ALWAYS JUSTIFIED 
SACRIFICES. THE MEANS. 


IF I COULD 
TRADE PLACES 
WITH PROFESSOR 
XAVIER, I WOULD, 
WITHOUT 
HESITATION. 


I'D SAY WE'RE 
ABOUT DONE 
HERE. 


UNLESS 
THERE'S 
SOMETHING 
YOU'D LIKE 

TO ADD? 


I'VE GOT 
A EULOGY 
TO GIVE. 





THAT'S THE 
THING ABOUT THE 
PHOENIX... 
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GOD, 
WHAT A 
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